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has done much to level up the masses of India, and to
lessen the veneration the Brahman has received as his
birthright for many generations.

Another interesting fact is the ease with which a man
who has been excommunicated can regain admission to
his caste.    In most cases it is by the payment of a sum
of money to provide a feast for the members of his dal.
A man may be brought up before the tribunal, and if
the penalty be promptly paid, it fully atones for his
misdeeds; e.g., a servant is seen to touch an egg, or
food in which there are eggs ; on this being reported, he
must spend about a month's wages on a feast, and is
then absolved !    A man dines with men of other castes,
or goes to England to study; he has to pay a fine and
perform certain purifying ceremonies more or less diffi-
cult, and all is well.    The majority of educated men do
not highly value for  themselves the privileges of the
caste system ; but they do not like to be ignored when
birth, marriage, and funeral ceremonies of their friends
are held; neither do they like a father to object to allow
his sons to marry their daughters.    Hence multitudes,
purely on social grounds, continue under these restraints.
In former times a father regarded it as a great disgrace
if his son embraced   Christianity;   now  some  say to
their boys, "You can become  Christians if you wish,
and, were I alone to be consulted, you should remain at
home ; but for the sake of my family connections, you
must go elsewhere."    As most of the large families have
lost at least one member in this way, less is thought
of it.    Many, however, still  regard caste as a divine
institution, and  dread  the  divine  penalties  that  will
follow  any  infringement  of its   rules.     They would
prefer death to partaking of forbidden food, or doing
anything contrary to the teaching of their peculiar sect.

T